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The Trailer 
 

Traditionally trailers are previews advertising films, television series or 
other multimedia events. With a series of short scenes they convey the 
general plot and highlight dramatic moments in order to garner interest 
amongst the target audience. 

Our SWYK Trailers extend beyond the frontiers of multimedia 
experiences and embrace a cross curricular dimension where historical 
events, literary movements or masterpieces, geographical or scientific 
phenomena become our subjects. We connect with work from Playing 
CLIL with the discovery that the literary device of personification gives us 
freedom to create and explore stories behind, around and inside of the 
things we need to know.  

The Trailer, like other SWYK events builds on widely famailar formats of 
presenation. Innovation and creativity are activated through combining  
familiar formats with unusual content. 

According to Wikipedia Trailers were first broadcast at the end of of a 
film!  Audiences got up and left and it wasn’t long before the powers that 
be realised that the Trailer (which normally comes after the lead vehicle) 
had to be shown before the main feature.                               

Consider where in the learning cycle to most effectively place your Trailer 
activity. 
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Characteristics of a Trailer 

● A trailer embeds a summary of what the subject is about but does 
not necessarliy follow the the established order of the event it 
previews. 

● A trailer is made up of a number of interconnecting scenes 

● A trailer will show the most exciting and funny highlights 

● A trailer should leave its audience wanting to know more 

● A trailer will describe action and protagonists 

● A trailer will identify the significance of a subject   

● In order to prepare for a trailer it is vital to understand all the 
elements that will be within it such as the action and the dynamic of 
the narrative 

 

Step by Step 

● Start with an overview/summary of the chosen topic for the trailer 

● Show relevant examples of trailers for movies, series, podcasts etc 

● Split the class into groups and set a time limit on how long they 
have to create their trailer. 

● Provide the necessary resources for them to create a storyboard for 
the trailer, 

● Propose guidelines, breaking the trailer down into 4 or 5 scenes so 
the work will be focused and concise. 

● Once the storyboard has been established it is important students 
begin rehearsing on their feet, establishing the dialogue and 
movement and making the scenes move fluidly. 
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● Another option if have a longer period of time is to break down the 
performance aspects into stages, such as moving from storyboard to 
showing the trailer through tableaux and then moving to a full 
performance. 

● Explain that the Trailer will be filmed at the end of the activity with a 
maximium length of 50 seconds and with one continuous shot. 

 

Following are a list of introductory drama exercises that combine most of 
the objectives and aspects needed when creating the trailers. These are 
useful when working with a group that is not as experienced in using 
performance as a tool for learning. 

Freeze Framing 

Working with freeze frames means the action in an event, a play, a story, 
a movie is frozen as in a photograph or a video frame. Also known as 
tableaux. The technique of freeze framing is extremely useful and 
flexible. 

● It is useful as it involves everyone in prior discussion of the chosen 
topic, in thinking through the sequence of events and how they 
happened, who were the main players in the chosen subject, where 
were the people when the event occurred and what were the 
influencing factors in and around the event. 

● After discussion the group then must rehearse the freeze frames and 
moving from one freeze frame to the next. It’s important that they 
attempt to make the move from one frame to the next as fluid as 
possible. 

● Each posture is to be held for about three seconds. Stress that it is 
like a photo story, they are not to mime or act but through their 
posture and gesture describe the action. 

● The group perform their freeze frame sequence in front of the wider 
group and discussion is led by the teacher after the freeze frames 
have been performed. It is often necessary for the teacher to ask 
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the players to take up positions and talk the wider group through 
each frame. 

● This technique is also flexible as it can applied across the curriculum 
in literature, geography, science [groups can use freeze frames to 
illustrate metamorphosis e.g. frogspawn to frog or caterpillar to 
butterfly]. 

Variation 
Freeze framing with incidents: ask the players to think of or write down 
five things which happened to them on holiday, or five things which 
happened the last time they went to the swimming pool, the bank, a 
restaurant, a football match, shopping, going to school etc. 
 
Fairytale 

● Students will be divided into groups of 4/5 and each group will be 
given a fairytale that they have to represent. 

● Each group can be given the same fairytale (it is interesting to see 
how different ideas form between groups even when the story is the 
same) or they can each perform a different one. 

●  Be sure to recap the fairy tale before beginning, focusing on key 
moments of action. 

● Students will delegate the characters amongst themselves and 
narrow down which moments of the fairy tale they are going to 
reinact.  

● It is useful to split the fairytale into 4/5 short scenes so it doesn't 
seem as daunting as recreating the entire story. 

● Students will begin to practice their scenes, deciding on lines and 
movements and making them move fluidly from one to the other. 

● Each group will then perform their fairytale for the rest of the class, 
making sure to include feedback from peers after each group. 
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Fairytale combined with Freeze Frame 
This can be useful for groups of a younger age or groups that are very 
new to theatre games as they can take the fairytale step by step and gain 
more knowledge and confidence as they progress. 

● Stage One: Each group will create the fairytale using freeze 
frames, with each person playing a part in each tableau. The story 
can be told using three or four tableaux, three would be best for a 
younger age group. 

● Stage Two: After each group has presented their fairytale through 
tableaux they will go back into their groups and add one word per 
person into each scene and they can also add movement. 

● Stage Three: Again each group will present their fairytales with 
words and movements. They will then progress to making sentences, 
again making sure each person speaks in each scene. Now when 
they present their fairytales for the last time they should look like a 
short piece of theatre. 

 
Storyboarding  

An extremely helpful technique that was used by famous practicioners 
such as Stanislavsky and Brecht. They can be used to breakdown the 
layout of a scene but also an entire story. It also allows for visual thinking 
and planning in which the group can brainstorm together. Storyboards 
allow participants to see their vision before they start the creative process. 

● For beginners it is good to take a story that they already know, for 
example from a movie or play. 

● They can begin by writing down the characters that appear, the setting 
and the time period. 

● The storyboard should then be treated like a comic book in terms of the 
layout. Choose 10 moments from the movie or play that are important 
and help to move the action along. 
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● Split an A3 piece of paper into 10 sections, if groups have good artistic 
skills they can illustrate the action in each section or they can bullet point 
the main points of the 10 moments. 

● Make sure each group then talks through their storyboard with others, this 
will allow for constructive feedback on anything that can be improved or 
clarified further.  

● If working with an advanced group or a group that has a longer time 
period, allow them to create their own story, following the same 
guidelines. 

 

Note: These exercises can be used as an individual entity or they can also 
be combined if you are working with a shorter space of time. For 
example you can take a fairytale and first create a storyboard for it, then 
move on to performing the scenes through freeze frame and lastly adding 
the dialogue and movement. 

 

 

 

 

 


